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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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FULFILMENT OP PROPHECIES. 
The 1290 and 1336 years in Daniel, 
There is no prophecy in Scripture 
which we had found it so difficult to 
apply with satisfaction to ourselves, as 
that which is contained in Daniel, 
chap. xii. 11,12. In the forepart of 
this chapter is foretold the standing up 
of the great prince by the coming of 
the Messiah; the time of trouble that 
should come upon the Jewish nation; 
the deliverance of every one in this 
time of trouble, registered in the king- 
dom of Christ; (and, it is said, by at- 
tending to the warnings of Christ, not 
a single Christian perished in the ta- 
king of Jerusalem;) the awakening up 
of many from a state of spiritual sleep 
and apathy, some to everlasting life 
and divine favour, by obedience to 
Christ and his gospel; and others to 
reproach and everlasting dishonor, by 
their opposition to him and his cause, 
and the brightness, excellency, and 
glory which should-be awarded to the 
latest posterity, unto those who were 
prominent and conspicuous teachers 
‘in the heavenly wisdom of the gospel, 
and iystrumenta! in turning many from 
the ways of error and evil to the ways | 
of truth and righteousness—all of which 
hasbeen accurately fulfilled, as is wit- 
nessed at this day. We will here give | 
the chapter entire: 


And at that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great prince Which standeth for the 
children of thy people; and there shall be 
a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation even to that same time: 
and at that time thy people shall be deli- 


vered, every one that shall be found writ- 
ten in the book. 


3 And they that be wise [in the margi- 
nal reading it is, they that be teachers) shall 
shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness, 
as the stars for ever and ever. 

4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, 
and seal the book, even to the time of 
the end: many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased. 

5 Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, 
there stood other two, the one on this side 
of the bank of the river, and the other on 
that side of the bank of the river. 

6 And one said to the man clothed in 
linen, which was upan the waters of the 
river, How long shadl it be to the end of 
these wonders? 

7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, 
which was upon the waters of the river, 
when he held up his right hand and his 
left hand unto heaven, and sware by him 
that liveth for ever, that it shall be fora 
time, times, and a half; and when he shall 
have accomplished to scatter the power 
of the holy people, all these things shall 
be finished. 

8 And I heard, but I understond not: 
then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the 
end of these things? 

9 And he said, Go thy way, Danie}: for 
the words are closed up and sealed till the 
time of the end. 

10 Many shail be purified, and made 
white, and tried; but the wicked shall do 
wickedly: and none of the wicked shall 


| understand; but the wise shall understand. 


11 And from the time that the daily sa- 
crifice shall be taken away, and the abo- 
mination that maketh desolate set up, 
there shall be a thousand two hundred and 
ninety days. 

12 Blessed ts he that waiteth, and come 
eth to the thousand three hundred and five 
and thirty days. 

13 But go thou thy way till the end dee 
for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at 
the end of the days. 








2 And many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt. 


Vou. XII. 8 


The shutting up the words, an 
sealing the book afier the first 
gation of the gospel, to continue 
to the time of the end, is foretold: 
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4th, notwithstanding which, however, 
we are informed many shall run to 
and fro, possessing much light and in- 
formation with respect to many things, 
and communicating among mankind a 
great deal of knowledge beyond what 
was known to the ancients, or to any 
former generations. The shutting up 
the words, and sealing the book, how- 
ever, must imply a great degree of 
blindness and ignorance, concerning 
the nature and principles of Christ's 
kingdom; in consequence of which, 
the man of sin comes into being, set- 
ting himself in the temple of God, or 
Christian church, framing laws, doc- 
trines, and mandates for the Christian | 
world; and a heavenly messenger, as | 
in. the Revelation, solemnly declares 
that these wonders of shutting up the | 
words, and sealing the book, and the’ 
consequent ignorance and blindness in | 
regard to Christ’s kingdom, together 
with the existence of the man of sin, 
and other evils in the outward visible 
church, shal] continue for a time, times, 
and a half, or 1260 years; and until, 
by the rise of free inquiry, and the dif- 
fusion of knowledge by numerous in- 
struments raised up, ‘‘ the power of the 
holy people,” or christian world, shall 
be scattered and divided into almost 
innumerables sects and parties, as at 
present, instead of being one great 
and united body, as was once the case 
in the more prosperous days of the pa- 
pacy. All these various sects, how- 
ever, towards the end of the 1260 





= 4 . a 
= +» - a — co 
4 - eS a. — a 
— a. . ta . we se = - LY 3 4 ee 
= +i rss - 7 : - _ 
- . ~ keane a — a 
; out a ee ee = ._* 22... re bn ep t 
* > eS a * om 


= 
ied 





| ed, and made white, and shall 


doubt, by reason of men’s unfaithhiL 


ness and unrighteousness) apd the 
strong delusions sent among profess. 
ing christians to. believe a he on ag. 
count of not receiving the truth in the 
love of it, (see Thess. ii, 2, 10, Nya | 
great deal will be set up and practised © | 
in the name of Christianity, wholly fo. 7 
reign to the principles and precepts‘of 
the gospel; and any one who at 

to oppose and condemn such practices 
and human inventions, will be 
persecuted. Hence it is foretold, verse 
10th, that many shall be tried—shall 
be persecuted and endure sufferings 
for having more light and 
better principles than others, (for how 
few have had to suffer in the cbristian 
world for any thing else, down to the 
present time?) and they will thereby 
and through the operation of divine 
grace under their sufferings, be 
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understand the truths they declare and 
adhere to; while none of the wicked, | 
who try them and persecute them, — 
shall understand the truth, or their 
own spirit, but will verily think they 
are doigg God service, and are pro- 
tecting and defending his cause by 
persecuting and inflicting excommv- 
nication and punishment on supposed 7 
heretics, as persons doing great injury 
to the church and order of Christ. 
How strictly has this been fulfilled! 
And here we come to the prophecy 
before alluded to, and which, till quite 
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years, will be b a very fallen and de- 
generate condition, and will oppose 
the kingdom and reign of Christ, when 
he comes to subdue all things, and con- 


the true witnesses, we are told j 
Revelation, shall have Vaelohed. thet 
testimony the latter end of the 1260 
pers ond hag Christian faith will 

en hardly be found — 
Bu nga ee J on the earth. 

Q consequence of the clogi 
and sealing the words of revealed treck 


the gospel (mentioned 


sequently all sects, unto himself; for | 


up | of a testimony that shall begin to seat 


lately, we have not known how to ap 
ply to the proper events. It readsas 


follows, Dan. xii. 11—* And frei 


time that the daily j 


———— 


sacri 
Jewish nation} shall be taken 

[by the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
the temple, by the heathen Roman 
arms, as mentioned Daniel xi. 31, 

IX. 26, 27] there shall be a 

two hundred and ninety days [or years) 
that is, this space of time, or so may 
years, will elapse before the rising 
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ter and divide the holy people, or ~ 
















which ig done, no || th 


fessors of Christianity. It is added ia 
€ next verse—* Blessed is he tha 
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waiteth and cometh to the thousand 
three hundred and five and thirty days 
for years, from the taking of Jerusa- 
lem.] And why? To which we an- 
swer, ** Blessed’’ on account of the 
superior and more extensive diffusion 
of light and divine wisdom at this time, 
and the greater degree of suffering and 
trial which those who adhere to this 
light and wisdom shall then endure, to 
make them more blessed in the sight 
of Him they serve, and evidence to 
others the sincerity of their faith, and 
the truth of what they declare. 

This corresponds to the events which 
took place at these different times, 
agreeably to the language and mean- 
ing of Scripture. ‘Thus the Saviour 
pronounced his disciples blessed on 
account of seeing the things which 
they saw, and hearing the things which 
they heard; and he said, respecting 
the Apostle Paul, “I will shew hit 
how great things he must suffer for my 
name’s sake.’’ And again, Matthew 
v. 10,11, Christ says, “ Blessed are 
they which are persecuted for righte- 
ousness’ sake: for their's is the king- 
dom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my name sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven.” If 
those are pronounced “ blessed,” and 
commanded to rejoice, and shal] re- 
ceive so great reward, who are only 
reviled and persecuted for the sake of 
Christ, how much more blessed may 
those be considered, how much great- 
er Occasion have they to rejoice, and 
how much more abundant will be their 
reward, who Jay down their lives for 
his sake, and seal their faithful testi- 
mony with their blood. With great 
propriety therefore, may such persons, 
in the language of Scripture, be call- 
ed ** BLESSED.” 

Now, mark the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecy. Wickliffe,* who is generally, 





* Says a late number of the Religious || stake, his body burnt to ashes, and his 
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and very justly, denominated the first 
reformer, and who, by his testimony 
and writings, first shook the papal su- 
premacy, and spread and diffused much 
light and correct knowledge in matters 
of religion throughout England, and 
on the continent of Europe, rose up, 
and was in full exercise of his great 
usefulness, amidst much abuse and 
persecution, just 1290 years after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, viz. in 1360; 
and in this very year 1860, he transla- 
ted the Bible, for the first time, into 
English, and put it into the hands of 
the common people. Until this time, 
ail, comparatively, wondered after, and 
worshipped the beast of the papacy, 
(combined with the ten kingdoms of 
Europe) and said, in the language of 
the Revelation, ** Who is like unto the 
beast,’ or church of Rome? ** Who is 
able to make war with him,’’ by oppo- 
sing its doctrines or withstanding its 
authority? None, it seems, indeed, 
could do this, or scarcely attempted it 
until the time of Wickliffe, as history 
will show. Darkness and ignorance 
respecting the truths of the gospel, 
prevailed among all classes of men, 
and the Scriptures were kept from the 
common people, until, by Wickliffe’s 





Wickliffe, was the first who set at defiance 
the fulminations of the Pope, and dared to 
think and write against the errors of the 
age; and though he was not slain, some 
thirty years after his death [41 years] his 
opinions were condemned by a grave 
Council of Bishops and Deacons—his 
mouldering bones were raised from their 
sepulchre, burnt and thrown into the 
brook of Lutterworth! Thus did the rulers 
of the church express the malice of their 
hearts against the unconscious remains of 
a man who had dared to question their 
infallibility! John Huss, of Bohemia, and 
Jerome of Prague, were the next distin- 
guished martyrs to the spirit of Catholic 
persecution. They acknowledged not the 
creeds of the dominant sect, and were 
burnt for their unbelief. The former had 
a paper crown put on his head, painted 
with devils, and the word Heresiarch (or 
heretic) inscribed thereon; and thus ig- 
nominiously attired, he was led to the 


Inquirer, *‘ The celebrated reformer, Jobn || ashes thrown into the Rhine.” 
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translation of them in 1360, and vari- | 
ous writings of Wickliffe, the people 
were able to read and judge for them- 
selves.* And 45 years after this event, 
making 1335 years from the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, or about 1405, the 
work of putting to death those who 
followed in the footsteps of Wickliffe, 
in testifying against the power and de- 
generacy of the church of Rome, first 
commenced, as we proceed to show. 
Henry IV. began his reign in 1400, 
and not long after commenced thie 
work of putting to death, for the first 
time in England, in the name of Chris- 
tianity, the true adherents of Christi- 
anity. Fox, in his history of the mar- 
tyrs, thus speaks: “ William Sautre 
was accused, in convocation, the par- 
Jiament being assembled, of heretical 
doctrines, and soon was convicted as 
a heretic. The king’s mandate being 
issued for his death, he was burned at 
a stake in the city of London; being 
the first martyr which was executed 
by fire for the cause of Wickliffe, as 
king Henry IV. was the first English 
king who began the unmerciful prac- 
tice of burning for the support of Po- 
pery. We must not,’’ continues the 
same historian, “ overlook in due place 
and order the testimony of Oxford 
University, in October, 1406, [proba- 
bly the next year after William Sautre 
was burnt] of the great learning and 
good life of Wickliffe;t and the decla- 


* History states, that for some time be- 
fore the time of Wickliffe, prophecies 
of reformation had been prevalent, and 


now were rather augmented than dimin- 
ished; and writings ae eoeceieemet 
abounded.” See Book of Martyrs. it is 
known that a similar impression and be- 


lief prevailed among the Jews re i 
the coming of Christ a little belive ant 


oon the time of his appearance in the 


¢ This was a powerful and i- 
mony, at such a time, when Prag er 
putting to death the adherents of Wick. 
iffe first magne by the king and parlia- 
ment of England, and it was given forth 
the very next year after the €xpiration of | 
335 years of Daniel, from the de- 
atrustion of Jerusalem, when those were | 
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ration of John Huss, that ‘he wag no 


heretic.”” ‘The same historian further 
states: 

“The followers of Wickliffe were 
become extremely numerous, and the 
clergy were vexed to see them jp. 
crease; whatever power or influence 
they might have to molest them in ap 
underhand manner, they had né an. 
thority by law to put them to death, 
However, the clergy embraced the f- 
vourable opportunity, and prevailed 
upon the king to suffer a bill to be 
brought into parliament, by which all 
Lollards [as the followers of Wickliffe 
were now called} who remained obsti- 
nate, should be delivered over to the 
secular power, and burnt as heretics. 
This act was the first in Britain for 


the burning of people for their reli- 


gious sentiments: it passed in the vear 
1401, and was soon after put into ex- 
ecution. The first person who suffer- 
ed in consequence of this cruel act, 
was William Sautre, who was burnt to 
death in Smithfield, London.” . The 
exact year when William Sautre suf 
fered, is not mentioned; but it took 
place between 1401 and 1409, forin 
1409, we find another person by 
the name of John Bradby, who was 
condemned for heresy by the Bishop 
of Worcester, “and soon after,” says 
the historian, “ notwithstanding every 
allurement to make him recant, he 
firmly surrendered his life in a tun, 
which was set on fire.” After this, 


called “blessed” who should come at this 
time. And truly blessed may those be 
called, who laid down their lives in such 
aholy and righteous cause, and those also 
may be considered blessed, who had a 
opportunity to witness, for their own com 





|Viction and establishment, the firm 


unwaving belief which those must have 
had in the truth of their testimony, 
sealed their testimony with their lives— 
And indeed, as in the early days of Chris 
tianity, this cruel proceeding against those 
who were faithful, had no other effect 
of faithiul 


but to increase the number 
witnesses to the truth, and destroy on 
power and influence of those who 

€d to such an inhuman work, to suppo* 
their eause, 
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lord Cobham, “in consequence of his 
attachment to the doctrines of Wick- 
liffe, was accused of heresy, and being 
condemned to be hanged and burnt, 
was accordingly executed in Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields. Thomas Bradly also, a 
tailor, and a layman, was declared an 
obstinate heretic, and tied to a stake 
at Smithfield; where he was burnt 
alive, rejoicing in the Lord his God. 
The next person who was tried for 
adhering to the doctrines taught by 
Wickliffe, was William Thorpe. He 
was brought many times before thé 
Archbishop Arundel, and at last com- 
mitted a close prisoner, where he died. 
About this time,”’ continues the histo- 
rian, ‘ thirty-six persons, denominated 
Lollards, suffered death in St. Giles’s, 
for no other reason than for profess- 
ing their attachment to the doctrines 
of Wickliffe. They were hung on 
gibbets, and fagots being placed under 
them, as soon as they were suspend- 
ed, fire was set to them, so that they 
were burnt while hanging.” 

From this period down for nearly a 
century and a half, the work of putting 
to death, and of perpetual imprison- 
ment, for adhering to the doctrines of 
Wickliffe, went on apace, involving 
thousands throughout all parts of En- 
gland. “ Some of the greatest persons 
in the kingdom,” says the historian, 
“were condemned to perpetual im- 
prisonment for heresy, as being Lol- 
lards; among whom was the dutchess 
of Gloucester, who had long been a 
follower of Wickliffe.” It is stated, 
that “the sheriffs always seized the 
goods of the martyrs for their own 
use, so that their wives and children 
were left to starve;”’ and the zeal for 
putting the followers of Wickliffe to 
death, it is said, was so great, that ** the 
priests told the people, that whoever 
brought fagots to burn heretics, would 
have an indulgence to commit sins for 
forty days.” What a suffering time for 
the faithful such a state of things must 
have produced! 

_ Just about the time when this put- 
ting to death for a faithful testimony, 
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first commenced in England, Joho 
‘Huss, and Jerome of Prague, in Bo- 
hemia, came forward faithful witnesses 
in the same cause as Wickliffe. After 
diffusing much light and knowledge 
on the continent of Europe, and suf- 
fering great persecution, by a General 
Council of the chief officers in Church 
and State, held at Constance, they were 
condemned as heretics, and burnt at 
the stake. ‘The same Council* also 
ordered the bones of Wickliffe to be 
dug up and burned, as a chief heretic, 
on account of the annoyance and inju- 
ry which his writings and doctrine had 
given to the Papal power and influ- 
ence—which order was put in execu- 
tion forty-one years after he had been 
buried. The books of Huss were burnt 
at the gates of the church in Constance, 
and the Bishops delivered him to the 
Emperor, who put him into the hands 
of the Duke of Bavaria. When fagots, 
says the account, were piled up to 
his very neck, the Duke of Bavaria de- 
sired him to abjure. “ No,’’ said Huss, 
‘¢f never preached any doctrine of an 
evil tendency; and what 1 taught with 
my lips, | now seal with my blood.’ 
He then said to the executioner, ** You 
are now going to burn a goose, (Huss 
signifying goose in the Bohemian lan- 
guage; ) but in a century you will have 
a swan whom you can neither roast 
nor boil.” This seems to have been 
prophetic; for just one century from 
this time, (1415) the bold and fearless 
Luther came forth in his testimony 
against all the power and abuses of 
the Papacy, and though every effort 
was made by the Pope and his emis- 
saries, to put him to death, they were 
unable to get him in their power, or 
take away his life; and what is remark- 





* At this council, which continued three 
years and six months, were present the 
Emperor, a multitude of Cardinals and 
Bishops, besides, says the histdrian, ‘an 
immense number of persons, of all classes 
and characters; abbots, doctors, princes, 
dukes, and other persons of dignity, to 
the amount of 16,000; with barbers, min- 
strels, cooks, jesters, common women, 





and other foreigners, inclusive, to 60,500.” 





















——————————— . 
able, he had a swan for his arms. The 
last words which Jerome of Prague 
was heard to say while burning in the 
flames, were these:—* This soul in 
flames I offer, Christ, to thee.” 
From this time, the work of putting 
to death for heresy, went on rapidly, 
and extended all over the continent of 
Europe, making the numerous suffer- 
ers blessed in the sight of God, and in 
the memory of his people—while light 
and information kept springing up and 
diffusing their influence in all parts 
where the Church of Rome had long 
reigned triumphant, and had almost 
eclipsed the rays of the gospel. _ 
And here we discover another im- 
portant fulfilment of a prophecy in this 
chapter of Daniel, verse 7th, concern- 
ing the scattering of the power of the 
holy people, or Christians. It was a 
distinguishing feature in Wickliffe, and 
has been among all the reformers, down 
to the present time, that the scriptures 
(and consequently, every man’s belief 
respecting what is taught in them) and 
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not any particular church authority, 
Pope, or council of men, were to de- 
termine the faith and practice of chris- 
tians. Hence, every true Protestant, 
down from the time of Wickliffe, has 
assumed the right to think and judge 
for himself, respecting the meaning of 
the Scriptures—and, as a necessar 
consequence, those called Christians 
among Protestants, have divided and 
subdivided, and are found under names 
and systems almost innumerable,* while 





each, in separating from others, has 
been seeking to be more right than any 
which have preceded him. Unhappily, 
however, most of those who have se. 
parated, or their followers, have in a 
short time, commonly erected a sect, 
devised forms, rules, and regulations, 
and proceeded on, in the end, almost 
in the same way as those they separa. 
ted from and condemned; so that it is 
evident that mankind will never get 
right by forming new sects. 

But this way among Christians has 
served to divide and scatter the 

of the Christians, according to the 
words in Daniel—while at the same 
time it is manifest from the great di- 
versity of sentiment among them, that 
the words are yet shut up, and the book 
sealed. We are told, indeed, that this 
shall continue till the time of the end. 
Many, however, agreeably to the pre- 
diction in Daniel, heve run to and fro, 
communicating all the knowledge they 
had. And since freedom of inquiry 
commenced on the book of revelation 
in the time of Wickliffe, knowledge 
has greatly increased in the Christian 
world, as was foretold should be the 
case, and as a necessary consequence, 
men have been dividing one from an 
other in matters of opinion, and are 
now scattered into almost innumerable 


y|| Sects, systems, and forms of religion, 


all under the profession of christianity. 

When this work of scattering is fully 
accomplished, (and it must, we think, 
be near its end) a heavenly messenger 





* We cannot but notice a late article i 
the “Catholic Press,” printed at Hartford, 
(Conn.) respecting the divisions among 
Protestants, arising from the principles 
adopted by the first, and all subsequent 
reformers. The editor, who is a Catholic, 
is speaking of the threatened division in 
the Presbyterian church, on the receipt 
of a paper of that denomination which 
treats on the subject; (and which division, 
let it be observed, may be easily avoided 

by abandoning the principles of the refor- 
mation, and yielding obedience to the de- 
cisions of a general assemb] 
a Pope, or a cenclave of re 














gularly consti- 


y of ministers, || pel Li 





tuted Presbyterian cardinal 
decide all danas of op 





S, appointed to 
inion, officially 





and authoritatively, arising among them. 

This is certainly the way to prevent any 

division in a church, if eople, in these 

days, who hold to the raderwnetion can be 
rought so far to renounce the princi 

of the reformation, as to accede to it.) _ 

The editor of the ‘* Catholic Press,” 8 
remarking on the contents of the paper 
says:— 

“It exhibits to our view a truly melan- 
choly prospect of the future; for we be 
hold in the midst of us, am our dit 
senting brethren, those iacipies of Gos 





berty in full operation, which ‘4 
will 


separating from the Church. Oh! why 
not sincere Christians of every denomin 


separ roclaimed and acted 
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in the most solemn manner, declares 
‘‘all these things shall be finished;”’ 
that is, the time of shutting up the 
words, and sealing the book, shall be 
finished; the blindness and ignorance of 





tion, open their eyes in time to the fatal, 
and necessary consequences of those prin- 
ciples that led their fathers to wander 
from the one fold, and the one shepherd ? 
Why will they not, before it is too late, 
acknowledge the truth of the remark, 
which the learned Protestant, Grotius, 
made, saying: ‘ The divisions of Protest- 
ants must go on increasing, for they have 
renounced all principles of unity. Wherefore 
the sole met of procuring any union 
among them, is to re-unite again to the 
Church of Rome.’—As long as Protestants 
[continues the editor of the Catholic Press] 
admit the right of private judgment to in- 
terpret the Bible, and frame articles of re- 
ligion, (and this right they cannot deny 
without acknowledging the authority of 
the Catholic Church, and condemning the 
Reformation;) but as long as they grant 
the right, so long will men use it, and dif- 
ference of opinion will consequently pre- 
vail.” 

The above remarks very clearly point 
out the fundamental principles of differ- 
ence between all true Protestants and the 
adherents of the Church of Rome; and 
which continues, except in the more cor- 
rupt Protestant churches, to the present 
day. The right of private judgment has 
ever been the most distinguished feature 
among all true Protestants, and this prin- 
ciple was first maintained by Wickliffe, 
and in the counsel and wisdom of God, it 
has served “to scatter the power of the holy 
people,” and still continues to scatter them. 
And it may be here observed, that the 
more holy any person is, the more firmly 
will he adhere to this principle, and sepa- 
rate from all creeds, forms, and devices, 
which he considers framed in the wisdom 
of man, however popular or fashionable 
they may be, and to whatever reproach or 
persecution it may expose him. Those 
destitute of ner: and a righteous prin- 
ciple, will go with the multitude, and side 
with the stronger and more popular par- 
ty: and this we fear will be the viading 
up of the Protestant cause in the end, as 
we are forewarned that when Christ comes 
to set up his kin in the world, he will 
hardly find faith on the earth. The wit- 
nesses are all to be slain just before the 
commencement of a more glorious era. 
In what way will be seen before many 
years shall pass away. 
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men respecting the nature of Christ’s 
kingdom; the 1260 years existence of 
the man of sin in the temple of God; 
the forming of sects and parties, and 
consequent scattering among Chris- 
tians, who were certainly designed to 
be all one, as in the primitive chureh, 
when the multitude of them that believ-' 
ed were of one heart and of one soul, 
and had all things common among 
them. For at this time the Lord will 
undertake his own cause, and there 
will be but little of the work of men 
in the concerns of religion. No more 
sects will be raised up, and all those 
in existence, together with the “ man 
of sin,” will be brought to naught.— 
As foretold, Zechariah xiv. 9, “ There 
shall be but one Lord, and his name 
one; and the Lord shall be king over 
all the earth.” ‘The followers of Christ 
will then no longer take on themselves 
or bear the name of any sect, after the 
manner of the present day; for the 
Lord’s command is, ** Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me.”’ 

Some, perhaps, may still think that 
to apply the word “ blessed”’ to those 
who came at a time when they had to 
give up their lives for the cause of 
Christ, is not very consistent. It cer- 
tainly agrees with the words of Christ, 
and the testimony of his inspired apos- 
tles. The word blessed is particular- 
ly and repeatedly applied to those who 
are persecuted, and suffer for an ad- 
herence to Christ and his cause, as 
has already been shewn. Many other 
passages, besides those before given, 
might be adduced to show the correct- 
ness of such an appellation to: those 
who suffer for the sake of Christ. The 
following are among those passages— 
Says the Apostle James, ** Blessed is 
the man that endureth temptation,” or 
trial. And again; “ My brethren, count 
it all joy when ye fall into divers temp- 
tations.’’ “The word which we trans- 





‘late temptation,” says Adam Clarke, 
“ signifies affliction, persecution, or 
trial of any kind: and in this sense is 
used here, not intending what is gen- 
erally understood by the word témpta- 
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tion. Trials,” he adds, “ put religion, 
and all the graces of which it 1s com- 
posed, to proof: the man that stands 
in such trials, gives proof that his re- 
igion is sound.” 

The Apostle Peter says: “ Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fie- 
ry trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you: 
but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are parta- 
kers of Christ’s sufferings: that when 
his glory shall be revealed, ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be 
reproached for the name of Christ, 
happy are ye; for the spirit of glory 
and of God resteth upon you. If any 
man suffer as a christian, let him glo- 
rify God on this behalf.” Thus we 
find, Acts v. 40, when the Apostles 
were brought before the Jewish Coun- 
cil, and beaten, and commanded not to 
speak in the name of Jesus, “ they de- 
parted from the presence of the coun- 
cil, rejoicing that they were accounted 
worthy to suffer shame for his name.’** 
And we also learn from the Apostle 








————— 





Paul, that the early Christians took 
joyfully the spoiling of their goods. 
A commentator remarks: “To suffer 
such persecution patiently was great; 
to endure it without a murmur was 
pee to rejoice in it, was greatest 

It is evident that the Apostles and 
early Christians were not merely di- 
vinely supported; they were superna- 
turally endowed, so that they had no 
need to put forth any exertions thus 
to rejoice under trials and s 


ufferings, 
since they could not help doing this. 





* Adam Clarke on this passage, remarks: 
persecution, and friumph in 

, disgrace, and 

is the privilege 
Nothing of this 
pears 
ts, under the Old 
Some of them 
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the midst of pain, shame, 
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of the New Testament. 
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In the Book of Martyrs is the {o. 
lowing account of James Baynham, a 
respectable citizen in London. “ Wheg 
chained to the stake, gree alter 
the time of Wickliffe] he embraced 
the fagots, and said, * Oh, ye Papists, 
behold! Ye look for miracles; here 
now may you see a miracle; for in this 
fire I feel no more pain than if 1 were 
in bed; for it is as sweet to me asa bed 
of roses.’”” Being his dying words, 
there is the strongest evidence of their 
truth: but it seems in itself incredible, 
and perhaps it is impossible for any to 
believe it, except those who have ex 
perienced something of the same su- 
pernatural and interposing power of 
God. 

Hence we may see, from the fore- 
going statements, the fitness of the 
term “ blessed,’ when applied to those 
who were called to give up their lives 
for the cause of Christ, inasmuch as it 
furnished the strongest possible evi- 
dence of their love to him and his 
cause, while it made them doubly bless- 
ed in his sight. Their example also 
was calculated to make others bless 
ed, by convincing them of the reality 








and importance of the truths they de- 
clared, when they yielded up their lives 
in their support. “ We account them 
happy,” [or blessed] says the Apostle 





James, ‘which endure.’ It necessarily 
follows, that the more any endure and 
suffer, the more happy and blessed it 
will be—for the more abundant will be 
their reward on account of what they 
suffer. They will leave also a more 
noble and bright example of their faith 
and patience, to extend to future gen 
erations; and they are likewise more 
honoured and esteemed in the minds 
of all the good and righteous in this 
world, and forever will be among the 
saints and angels in heaven. 

We thus see fulfilled the prophecy 
concerning the 1385 years after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and the fit- 
ness of the term blessed, when give 
to those who suffered death for the 
cause of Christ, on the accomplish 
ment of that period. This was the 
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first began to be inflicted by the pro- 
fessed followers of Christ, on such as 
were really the followers of Christ, and 
who yielded up their lives from no 
other principle but a sincere regard 
to the cause of Christ. ‘The Scriptures 
plainly declare such to be * blessed;”’ 
and the time exactly agrees to this pe- 
riod of putting the faithful to death, 
and it can apply to no other events oc- 
curring for several centuries before or 
after the expiration of the 1335 years. 
The work of putting the true foliowers 
of Christ to death, by those professing 
to be his followers, as we have seen, 
then for the first time commenced in 
the Christian world, and within a cen- 
tury and a half from that period, thou- 
sands and tens of theusands, both in 
England and on the continent of Eu- 
rope, yielded up their lives for the 
cause of Christ, and in endeavouring 
to withstand the corruptions and er- 
roneous practices which had been in- 
troduced into the pale of the outward 
visible church. 

Whether any more are yet to have 
the honour, and obtain the blessedness 
of dying for a faithful adherence to 
Christ and his cause, we undertake 
not to say—but great opposition and 
persecuting zeal, we know will be ex- 
ercised towards those whom the Lord 
will raise up to withstand all the sects 
and systems of men, which have been 
set up, and are now followed and ad- 
hered to in the Christian world. For 
every one of them will be brought to 
nought, before the Lord can be king 
over all the earth, as foretold, Zecha- 
riah xiv. 9. 

Some have thought that these last 
and more enlightened adherents of 


time too, when the punishment of geath | 







Christianityg.when they come forth 
under ine head, will be so up- 
held, and delivered, that 
their o 


vill be able to get no 
‘them, but that they 
will go and overcome, by the 
power and force of truth, through him 








whom they follow, all that rise up 


spoken of, Rev. xix. 11, to the end of 
the chapter. The first mention made 
of this company of Christ’s true fol- 
lowers, will be found Rev. xv. 2, 3, 4. 
At the time when this company first 
make their appearance, true Christi- 
anity will be in an exceedingly low 
state. All the numerous sects in chris- 
tendom will be in a more fallen condi- 
tion than they have ever been since 
the name of a sect among Christians 
had an existence; for at the close of 
the time, times, and an half, or the 
1260 years of the reign of the beast, 
the witnesses are to be slain, and re- 
main in a dead condition for three 
years‘and a half. And this condition 
of*the witngsses will be very general, 
even extending wherever there are any 
witnesses at the time to be slain; for 
we are told, that they of the people, 
and kindreds, and tongues, and na- 
tions, shall see their dead bodies three 
days and a half. And while those 
who overcome them, shall rejoice over 
them, and make merry, and shall con- 
gratulate each other with gifts and 
presents on account of their success, 
inasmuch as they are no longer tor- 
mented by their testimony, there are 
others of the people, kindreds, tongues, 
and nations, who are friendly to their 
cause, and who will not suffer their 
dead bodies to be put in graves, but 
will retain a living remembrance and 
sight of them—for this is what is meant 
by not suffering their bodies to be put 
in graves. In proof of this, see Ezekiel 
xxxvil. 12, 13. Speaking of the resto- 
ration of the Jews, (for they will as- 
suredly be restored to their own land, 
or to the better inheritance of Christi- 
anity) he calls their revival coming up 
out of their graves, and represents them 
as being only @y bones, having neither 
flesh or sinews, nor skin to cover them, 
and they say our hope is lost. But 
that God with whom all things are pos- 
sible, and who only speaks the word 
and it is done, fully restores them, 
gives them life, and they stand on their 


eet, an exceeding great army, ready 


against them. See where this event is||and willing to obey and serve the Lord. 
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Hence, we may see that the condi- 
tion of the slain witnesses will not be 
so low and hopeless as that of the dis- 
persed Jews now iS, inasmuch as their 
dead bodies are not buried, but are 
seen, and kept in living remembrance 
by persons of various nations, kind reds, 
and tongues, in the professed Christian 
world. And those who retain this sight 
and remembrance of them, do not lose 
their hope, like the Jews. And after 
the short period of three years and a 
half, the spirit of life from God, again 
enters into them—they next stand on 
their feet, ready and willing to follow 
and obey that divine Being which raises 
them again to life, and to the exercise 
of their duty; and by the @uthority 6f 
a great voice from heaven they ascend 
up in mighty numbers into the most 
conspicuous standing and influence, to 
overcome, in the power of truth and 
righteousness, all their foes and every 
thing inimical to the kingdom and reign 
of Christ. In the same hour or period 
of time, great convulsions and over- 
turnings take place; the tenth part of 
christendom falls, and in these convul- 
sions and overturnings are slain names 
of men [according to the original] se- 
ven thousand—or in other words, all 
names, titles, dignities, orders, associa- 
tions and sects, formed in the will and 
counsel of men, will now be destroyed. 
And the pera or all those that re- 
main, are affrighted, and give glory to 
the God of heaven, by © 3 i 
the justice of his providence, and his 
work in these events—and thus all Op- 
position to Christ and his cause ceases 
for a thousand years. For the mystery 
of God will now be finished in his mer- 
ciful and gracious dealings towards the 
children of men, as he has declared to 
his servants the prophet# Not a single 
prophecy contained in the Old Testa- 
ment, will any longer be unfulfilled, 
agreeably to the solemn declaration 
of the angel who lifts up his hand to 
heaven, and declares, by Him that lig- 
eth for ever and ever, that in the days 
of the voice of the seventh angel (to 
whom belong the seven vials) the mys- 





tery of God shall be finished in the 
full accomplishment of all the prophe. 
cies delivered by the prophets under 
the Old Testament dispensation. 

We have occupied more space in 
this number on the two prophetic pe. 
riods of 1290 and 1335 years, than 
usual for a single article. ‘The rea- 
sons for doing this are these: We have 
felt a wish in this time of feeble faith 


respecting the prophecies of Serip- 


ture, and almost every thing else ofa 
divine origin, to bring such convinei 

proof to the minds of men, in regal 
to the truth and reality of the prophe- 
cies of Scripture, and consequently of 
the Scriptures generally, that they may 





be enabled fully to believe that there 
is a divine Being that rules over all, 
and makes known events which are to 
come to pass, many hundred years be- 
fore they take place; and also reveals 
his will to mankind. We shall then 
see, that to enjoy the favour and pro- 
tection of that divine Being, is more 
than life, or all the things which this 
world can bestow; and that if requir 
ed, we should be willing to yield up 
every thing, and even life itself, to be 
found in obedience to his will. 

In concluding, we would make one 
further remark. The prophecy respect 
ing the 1290 and 1335 days, unlike al 
most all the other prophecies, fixes the 
time when those two periods are to 
begin, so plain, as to admit of no mis 
take or prevarication, with regard t 
their commencement—being the sub- 
jugation of Jerusalem by the Roman 
arms, seventy years after the birth of 
Christ; and at the expiration of which 
periods, the events alluded to and pre- 
sented in the explanation, will be found 
to correspond, 
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of God. Let our property, the favour- 
able opinion of the world, and even 
our life be taken from us, and what do 
we lose if we enjoy the favour of that 
divine Being who made and possesses 
all things? Comparatively we lose no- 
thing. What is called loss will all be 
our gain, if our intentions have been 
sincere, and the Lord is our friend.— 
Riches, honour, and the esteem and 
praise of mer, cannot make us any 
better in the sight of God. We can 
derive no benefit from any of these 
things, at the longest, but for a little 
while, for shortly we must all die. 

It follows, that all our unhappiness 
arises from a want of resignation, and 
our want of resignation proceeds from 
a want of a proper view of things.— 
For, generally, all the dealings of Pro- 
vidence towards us of an afflicting 
kind, are designed for our good, and 
are intended to wean us from an un- 
due attachment to the things of this 
life, and lead us to seek happiness in 
something of a more substantial and 
enduring nature, than the sublunary 
things of time. And if we could see 
things in their true and proper iight, 
(and it is not perhaps best that we al- 
ways should) and all events were at 
our own disposal, we should, no doubt, 
order them for ourselves just as they 
are ordered, and could as willingly and 
cheerfully submit to the most painful 
and trying dispensations, in the same 
manner as we submit to take the most 
bitter and unpleasant medicines for the 
sake of their healing and beneficial ef- 
fects. The Apostle assures us, He- 
brews xii. 10, that the Lord chastens 
us for our profit. It is certain, that 
whatever the Lord sends or permits to 
come upon us, if we put our trust in 
him, will work for our good. The 
Lord cannot be mistaken in the means 
he uses to make us better and more 
happy, though to all human appear- 
ance those means may often seem the 
most unlikely to produce the designed 
effect, or have any other tendency but 
to destroy us, or add to our misery and 





flict upon us, can injure us in the sight| 











disquiet. The Lord can have no other 
object but our benefit, in his dispensa- 
tions towards us, however mysterious 
and disheartening those dispensations 
may appear in our own view. 

It is indeed one of the greatest marks 
of the Divine favour, to be permitted 
to endure great trials and sufferings in 
this life; otherwise why did the pro- 
phets endure such persecutions and 
trials, and why did nearly all the Apos- 
tles undergo so many sufferings, and 
at last lay down tleir lives. The Lord 
could easily have prevented any of 
these things from coming upon them, 
and certainly would not have permit- 
ted them to come upon them unless 
they would tend to their advantage, 
instead of being an injury to them.— 
His infinite wisdom, and his gracious 
intentions to those who put their trust 
in him, would most assuredly cause all 
things to work together for their good, 
however different might be their own 
views respecting the trials and vicissi- 
tudes which befel them. And what- 
ever persecutions, trials, and suffer- 
ings, were endured by the Apostles 
and primitive Christians, as well as 
others down to the present time, had 
no other tendency but their good. 

But we are very justly told that the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God; for men, in their supposed 
wisdom, would order things quite 
otherwise, in their attempts to pro- 
mote their profit and advantage—and 
yet, how very soon would they there- 
by destroy themselves. The Apostle, 
on having but a faint glimpse of the 
Lord’s dealings with men, thus ex- 
claims: “O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out! 
For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord? or who hath been his counsel- 
lor?” If we had a more realizing sense 
of what is truly for our good, the deal- 
ings of the Lord would not be so mys- 
terious and unsearchable to us. But 
the faith and knowledge of the most 
favored are very imperfect, and hence, 
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for our consolation, the Lord has said, 
«| will bring the blind by a way that 
they know not; I will lead them in 
paths that they have not known: I will 
make darkness light before them, and 
crooked things straight. ‘These things 
will | do unto them, and not forsake 
them.” Isaiah xlii. 16. And in verse 
19th, it is said; “ Who is blind, but my 
servant? or deaf, as my messenger that 
T sent? who is blind as he that is per- 
fect, and blind as the Lord’s servant! 
Seeing many things, but thou obser- 
vest not; opening the ears, but he hear- 
eth not.” This must certainly have 
reference to the dark and inscrutable 






























































































For who, so much as they, have had 
occasion to marvel and feel surprise 
on account of the Lord’s dealings to- 
wards them, and the mysterious ways 
of his providence in regard to their 
condition in this world. For the Pro- 
phets and Apostles, and those who 
have followed in their footsteps, in ev-| 
ery age, have endured more persecu- 
tion and suffering than other men.— 
How natural then for them to inquire, 
If | am favoured of the Lord, and am 
doing his will, “ why is it thus’? and 
why do I suffer and endure so many 
trials, and undergo more reproach and 
persecution tian others? As highly 
favoured as they may be, they cannot 
in general, see that it is in the wisdom 
and merciful dealings of the Lord to- 
wards them, that they suffer such 
things. For however supported and 
comforted the Lord's servants and 
messengers may have been at times, 
there were seasons when it was other- 
wise with them, and when, like the 
Apostle, they have been ready to say, 
y" In this life only we have’ hope in 
hrist, we are of all men the most 
miserable,” 
It is not according to human nature 
that reproach, sufferings, and priva- 
tions, should be desirable. And while 
the Apostles could often, in their fa- 
voured moments, rejoice in tribulation 
and sufferings, and exhort others to 
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times when it was not so, and whep, 
in the language of the Apostle Pay), 


they felt disposed to say, “* From hence. 


forth let no man trouble me: for ] 

in my body the marks of the Lord Je. 
sus;’’ as if he had said, observes A, 
Clarke, * | have suffered already suff. 
ciently; | am suffering still; do not add 
any more to my afilictions.”” The same 
Apostle elsewhere says, “ For I think 
that God hath set forth us the A 





ways of providence to the best of men. 


tles last, as it were appointed to death; 
for we are made a spectacle unto the 
world, and to angels, and to men.— 
Even unto this present hour, we both 
hunger and thirst, and are buffeted, 
and have no certain dwelling place; 
and labour, working with our hands; 
being reviled, we bless; being persecu- 
ted, we suffer it: being defamed, we 
entreat; we are made as the filth of the 
earth, and are the off-scouring of all 
things unto this day.”’ In another place 
the Apostle says, ** For we would not, 
‘brethren, have you ignorant of our 
‘trouble which came to us in Asia, that 
we were pressed out of measure, above 
‘strength, insomuch that we despaired 
even of life; and had the sentence of 
‘death in ourselves, that we should not 
trust in ourselves, but in God whieh 
raiseth the dead.”” In the same epistle 
he informs us respecting these trou- 
bles, and says, “ Of the Jews five times 
received I forty stripes save one— 
Thrice was I beaten with rods, once 
was I stoned, thrice I suffered ship 
wreck, a night and a day I have been 
in the deep; in journeyings often, m 
perils of water, in perils of robbers, in 
perils by my own countrymen, in perl 

by the heathen, in perils in the city, 
perils in the wilderness, in perils in the 
sea, in perils among false brethren, 10 
weariness and painfulness, in 

ings often, in cold and nakedness.” 
These were indeed the marks of the 
Lord Jesus, which all his early disc 
ples, more or less, bore for their a¢- 
herence to him. Even of Christ him 
self it is said, on account of his 
ings, he should be “esteemed strickem 
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though neither Christ or the Apostles 
repined or murmured on account of 
their sufferings, as some did under the 
former dispensation, yet, from the 
prayer of Christ in the garden of Geth- 
semane, and the words of the Apostle 
respecting being pressed out of mea- 


sure, and above strength, it is plain they | 


felt the weight of their trials sometimes 
strongly bearing them down. Adam 
Clarke, in remarking on the above 
words of the Apostle, says: “ The ori- 
ginal is exceedingly emphatic,” as if 
he had said, ** we were weighed down 
beyond what is credible; even beyond 
what any natural strength could sup- 
port.” 

How unwilling is human nature to 
endure such severe trials. But did 
God permit these trials for any other 
purpose but for their good, and the 
establishment of the faith in others? 
Certainly not. When Christ forewarn- 
ed his disciples that he must go up to 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things, 
and be put to death, how unwilling 
was Peter to have such things come 
upon his divine Master. Said Peter, 
“ Be it far from thee, Lord, [or favour 
thyself,] this shall not be unto thee.” 
I cannot consent that thou shouldst 
endure such things. But the Saviour 
rebuked Peter, and told him he sa- 
voured not the things that were of God, 
but those that were of men; for men 
naturally shrink from suffering on ac- 
count of any cause.* Christ, more- 
over, told Peter that he was an offence 
or hindrance unto him, as his conduct, 
meant in good will, tended to turn him 
from the path in which he was to walk; 
for human nature was enough inclined 
to yield to such counsel without being 
urged to it by the advice and persua- 


* On another occasion, when Peter un- 
dertook to defend his Master against those 
who came to take him, the Saviour said, 
“The cup which my Father [in his wis- 
dom and love} hath given me, shall I not 
drink it? Thinkest thou that I cannot 
now pray to my Father, and he shall pre- 
sently give me more than twelve legions 
of angels? But how then shall the Scrip- 
tures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?” 





sion of any one. It could have no other 
effect but to increase the trial in the 
way designed for him to walk. Peter 
himself was afterwards made*willing to 
walk in this way, and did not wish to 
be hindered from walking in the thor- 
ny path of duty for his divine Master. 
It is said, as he was about to be cru- 
cified at Rome, in the time of Nero, 
by his own request he was crucified 
with his head downwards, ** not con- 
sidering himself worthy to die in the 
same posture in which his Lord did.” 

Until the beast and the false prophet 
are destroyed, and all sects are at an 
end, more or less of trials, in the way 
of persecution, will be endured by 
‘those who are faithful. Afterwards, 
trials will be fewer, and such only as 
are common to all in this sublunary 
state; for no cause or ground for per- 
-secution will exist any longer. Trials 
there will yet be, but none will per- 
secute others for an adherence to 
Christ and his cause. 








LETTER FROM A FRIEND. 


The following letter from a school 
‘mate, may be interesting to some of 
our readers, particularly those who 
have, like the writer, experienced ad- 
verse circumstances in life. Few can 
know what is best for them, and when 
trials and afflictions serve to wean our 
affections from the world, and lead us 
to seek a better and more enduring 
good, they are among the greatest 
blessings which a kind providence can 
send upon us. Nothing belonging to 
this world can profit us but a little 
while; and in the midst of abundance, 
and surrounded by every earthly bless- 
ing, something 1s still wanting to im- 
part true happiness. How many have 
been enabled to rejoice in the end, on 
account of the loss of earthly prospert- 
ty, and the deepest afflictions, from a 
sense of the benefits they have derived 
from such trying events, and the ten- 
dency they have had to lead them to 
seek for happiness where alone it can 
be found—which can only be in the 











i favour and approbation of that divine 
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Being who made and sustains all things, 
and who will order all things aright for 
those who put their trust in him. 


Copenhagen, Lewis County, N. Y. 


August 20th, 1831. 
Respected Friend—I feel a desire to write 
to you, as we were once school mates to- 
gether, and the last interview we had with 
each other was in Duchess county, N. Y. 
twenty one years ago, as you will proba- 
bly recollect. Ihad thought of giving 
you a short sketch of my life and travels, 
since that time, which may be interesting 
to you, and proceed to do so in as brief a 
manner as | am capable. 
The fall after you saw me, I moved into 
Albany county to keep a public house. 
But shortly after my removal my wife fell 
sick and continued so for nearly a year, 
which so embarrassed my concerns, that 
I was obliged to give up the business and 
return to Duchess county very poor. In 
the course of one year, my wife had 4 le- 
gacy which fell to her of about one thou- 
sand dollars, and with that small capital, I 
went into the mercantile business. But 
the war coming to a close, and having a 
great quantity of domestic goods on hand, 
which fell one half from their first cost, 
and owing some bank money, I found my- 
self again reduced. Being determined not 
to give up my exertions, | started in com- 
pany with one of my brothers for the state 


of Ohio, having a younger brother at home || 


to come on with my family when I got 
once settled. I went to New York, and 
from thence over the Alleghany mountains 
to Pittsburgh, and then descended the 
Ohio river to Marietta. But not suiting 
myself, and falling in company with an 
old school mate of mine from Sharon, then 
living in Natchez, Mississippi, he over 
persuaded me to go on with him. Ac- 
cordingly we went on to the falls of Ohio, 
and then my brother and myself hired as 
hands aboard a boat bound for New Or- 
leans, which was 1800 miles by water. I 
had already come 1300, making in the 
whole 3100 miles. But when we got 
down as far as the fourth Chickesaw Bluffs 
my brother fell sick with the bilious fever 
and was unable to go any further, and | 
had to put him out of the boat, expecting 
he must die there, and with reluctance | 
had to leave him, and §0 on to meet my 
family at Natchez, as I had wrote to them 
to meet me at that place. About 300 
miles before I reached Natchez, I fell sick 
myself with the ague and fever, but con- 
tinued on with the boat to Natchez, thou 
at seemed as if I should die on the way. 





But thanks be to God I am yet alive, My 
brother came on to New York, and from 
thence to New Orleans by water, and ar. 
rived at Natchez the 29th of Nov. 1817 
with my wife and three children, all jp 
good health. Ihad buried two children 
previous to this time. My health was 
mending when my family arrived, and | 
soon commenced my business, which was 
boot and shoe making. Every thing seem. 
ed to prosper for one year, in which time 
my wife had a little daughter—my three 
other children living were sons. My bro. 
ther that I left up the river sick, lay there 
seven months, and then gut well, and came 
on the next spring, and a happy meeting 
it was. It was like one from the dead. 
But, friend Gates, what troubles short. 
‘ly awaited me! I had wrote to my eldest 
sister and her husband and family, to come 
to that country, and they accordingly at. 
rived there in December, 1818, all well. 
But in January, my little son was taken 
sick. He lived until the 11th of April, and 
then died. My brother also, a young man 
twenty-five years old, the one that came 
round with my family, died of a short ill 
ness, two days after my son, which was 
the 13th of April. On the 15th of July fol 
lowing, my second son died—on the 29th 
of the same month, my brother-in-law 
\died—and in four weeks from that day, 
his wife and child, who was my sister, 
died, leaving five orphan children be 
care. On the 29th of November, m 
‘and son both died in four hours of each 
| other, with the yellow fever. I then was 
left with my little babe, which was taken 
from the breast one year old. I had thus 
[followed all my family that came round in 
the ship two years before to a day, with 
imy sister, her husband, and one 
to the silent grave—that is to say, from 
the 11th of April to the 29th of November. 
God only knows my feelings at this tume= 
pen and ink cannot describe them. But 
all is for the best in the great scale of Pro- 
vidence. It learnt me my dependance on 
Him that governs all worlds, and 
allevents. But to continue the subject 
I staid at Natchez until the 11th of April 
and then took my little babe in my arms, 
which was only sixteen months old, and 
wafted the boisterous ocean, 
at Philadelphia, and thence to New York 
by way of Amboy, and thence up 


North River to Poughkee ; 

days on my ° I 06 er soon 
years and eleven months. I 

round the distance of 6000 miles. 

Gates, what has occurred to me in eleven 


















gh ba since, would more than fill another 





sheet, and I must forbear at present, being 
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in a very poor state of health. I subscribe 
myself your friend and well wisher, ever 
more. Brapiey PERKINS. 


[Copied from late papers. } 
ConsTANTINOPLE, Oct. 10. 


On the 5th inst. a natural phenom- 
enon, such as few people remember, 
and the effects of which have been 
most destructive, filled with terror the 
inhabitants of this country, who are, 
at the same time, suffering under all 
kinds of evils. After an uncommonly 
sultry night, threatening clouds rose 
about six in the morning, in the hori- 
zon to the south west, and a noise be- 
tween thunder and tempest, and yet 
not to be compared with either, in- 
creased every moment, and the inhab- 
itants of the capital, roused from their 
sleep, awaited with anxious expecta- 
tion, the issue of this threatening phe- 
nomenon. ‘Their uncertainty was not 
of long duration—lumps of ice as large 
as a man’s foot, falling, first singly, and 
then like a thick shower of stones, 
which destroyed every thing that they 
came in contact with. The oldest per- 
sons do not remember ever to have 
seen such hail stones. Some were 
picked up half an hour afterwards, 
which weighed above a pound. 

The dreadful storm passed over Con- 
stantinople and along the Bosphorus, 
over Therapia, and Bujukdere, and 
Belgrade, and the fairest, nay, the only 
hope of this beautiful and fertile tract, 
the vintage, just commenced, was de- 
stroyed ina day. Animals of all kinds, 
and even some persons, are said to have 
been killed; an innumerable quantity 
are wounded, and the damage done to 
the houses is incalculable. Besides 
that, scarcely a window has escaped in 
all the country. The force of the fall- 
ing masses of ice was so great, that 
they broke to atoms all the tiles on the 
roofs, and shattered like musket balls, 
planks half an inch thick. Since that 
day the rain has not ceased to pour 
down in torrents; and, from the slight 
way in which the houses are built, al- 
most wholly consisting of windows, 
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and with very flat roofs that have no- 
thing to keep off the wet besides tiles, 
innumerable families are not much 
more comfortable than in bivouac. 





The Cholera Morbus has broken 
out in Egypt, and made frightful rava- 
ges at Cairo, Suez, Alexandria, and 
other places. From 600 to 800 per- 
sons died daily at Cairo,—and above 
9000 persons had died in that town 
from the 19th of August to the Ist of 
September. A gentleman just return- 
ed from the Red Sea, says, “ At Mec- 
ca and the Hadjee country, 45,000 
souls were carried off by the Cholera 
Morbus, in about one month. The 
violent rains have produced great da- 
mage in Arabia. Half of Suez is wash- 
ed away. The locusts covered the 
waters for miles and miles; so that it 
was literally the red sea.” 


The late Plague at Bagdad is said 
to have destroyed 59,000 persons, out 
of a population of 80,000, in the space 
of eight weeks. To the horrors of 
disease were added the desolation of a 


flood, which rendered escape impossi- 
ble. 


The number of villages and towns 
in Hungary which have been visited 
by the Cholera Morbus, is stated to be 
3690. The number of persons who 
have died, is said to be 178,777. 


The Cholera Morbus has now reach- 
ed England. 


FUTURE EVENTS IN EUROPE. 

If it should be asked what are to be the 
next events in Europe, we think it proba- 
ble they will be the following. Liberal 
and republican sentiments will shortly ob- 
tain the ascendency pretty much through- 
out Europe. Afterwards kings and priests, 
in a sudden and unexpected manner, will 
acquire for a short time almost universal 
control, and put down by force, all liberal 
and tolerant views; till in the midst of the 
greatest calamities and miseries, individu- 
als will be raised up, through whose tes- 
timony and example, emanating from a di- 
vine source, all anti-christian power and 
rule will be brought to an end, and a new 
and better order of things be established 
on the earth. : | 
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[From the Southern Religious Telegraph. } 
THE POPE TREMBLING. | 

In Bologna, Italy, in the territories of 
«the Church,” the people utterly disre- 
gard the authority of the Pope, and scenes 
of confusion and popular tumults daily 
disturb the tranquillity of the city. Popu- 
lar orators in true Kentucky style, mount 
stumps, barrels, or any thing else, which 
can give them a sufficient elevation, and 
harangue the people, demanding a change 
in their form of government. 





Lines wrote by a christian brother, over the 
grave of an only sister. 


Margaret, o’er thy silent tomb, 

I would drop a silent tear— 

What, though worms thy flesh consume, 
To me thy memory still is dear. 


Months and years may glide away, 
Unperceiv’d, unknown by thee, 
But, while here on earth I stay, 
Thy memory will be dear to me, 


Worms may thy mortal part destroy, 
The winds may scatter all thy dust, 
But still beyond corruption’s power, 
Shall live the memory of the just. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 6, 1830 J. W. 


————e 


On the death of a sister. 


'|signatures to the Memorials. We do not 


cipally “composed of members or 
urch,” eed 


ters of the Presbyterian Ch 
Were 


or 10 clergymen of that de | 
present. The “ Rev. Mr. Greene, of Hug. 


son College, recommended that the Me. 
morials be read from the Pulpit, and the 4 
the ministers call = their con j 
en masse, to sign them.” Agents ; 
also appointed in 30 townships to mh | i 
think it probable that this measure will bz 
very extensively foliowed up at the pre. 
sent time. 





Four Presbyterian meeting-houses wer 
struck with lightning on the night of No 
vember 21st: one at Plymouth, Massachy. 
setts; one at Marshfield; one at Scituate, 
Rhode Island; and one at Somers, 
York. [ Scturday Bocning Pas 
Mrs. Royall has commenced a paperat 


Washington city, entitled “ Paul Pry.” 
It is conducted in her usual energetic 
style of writing, and she spares none of 
her enemies, nor the missionaries. It ha 
reached its ninth number, and is publish 
ed weekly, at 2 dolls. and 50 cts. a year. 





The first volume of the Christian being 
now completed, that work, as a separate 
publication, is discontinued; and the sub- 





I too have lost a sister dear, 

For whom I mourn’d from day to day, 
Have shed for her the bitter tear, 
While standing by her silent clay. 


jects embraced in it will be contained in 
the Reformer. Hence we have 

the title of the Reformer and Christian, in- 
tending hereafter, while we give the 





Though many years have pass’d since she 
Lay struggling in the arms of death, 
That scene can ne’er forgotten be, 
Until I draw my latest breath. 


This was her last, her mournful ery, 
O mother dear, do come to me, 
And sister Mary, | must die, 

And enter in eternity. 


“TL hope my Saviour will forgive,” 
Were the last words her lips express’d, 
Then turn’d and sigh’d, and ceas’d to live 
And sunk into eternal rest. 
PETITIONS FOR STOPPING THE 
MAIL. 
We 


printed at Ravenn 
that a meetin 
the 9th of December last 
of petitionin 


Con : i 
other things, piel ace, 2 


**that 


perceive by the “ Western Courier,” 
a, Portage county, Ohio, 
§ was held in that place, on 
» for the purpose 
among 


i appropriate measu 
may be immediately taken to prevent the 


desecration of the christian Sabba 
th, b 
the transportation and Opening of the mail 








gress of events in the religious to 
introduce some of the most distingui 
features of Christianity. To our- 
selves time to prepare and arrange suit: 
able matter, and subscribers an opportu. 
nity to make their settlements, 
incurring in the interval, too much eX 
pense, we shall still only publish the work 
every other month. It is hoped, ve 
that subscribers will endeavour to 

our expectations, and by their punctual 
ty, enable us, before ave to 

again with twelve numbers, or & 
volume in a year. With the present num 
ber of subscribers, the cost of each nul 
ber is about fifty dollars. 

The six numbers of the Christian, may 
be had for fifty cents. 


7 sas ype and Christian is . _ 
on the first of every other month, at om 
dollar for twelve neat or a volume. 
Letters to be addressed and 
made, to T. R. GATES, 


y ee Editor, No. 290 






















on that holy day. 





” The meeting was prin- 


P Iphia. Numbers can be 
from the commencement of the 








